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Federal v. State Definitions
Federal Definition State Definition

The recruitment, transportation, 
transfer, harbouring or receipt of 
persons, by means of the threat or use 
of FORCE or other forms of 
COERCION, of abduction, of 
FRAUD, of deception, of the abuse 
of power or of a position of 
vulnerability or of the giving or 
receiving of payments or benefits to 
achieve the consent of a person 
having control over another person, 
for the purpose of exploitation

To take, place, persuade, induce, entice, or 
encourage another to be taken to or placed 
in any place for prostitution;
To receive consideration to procure for or 
place in a house of prostitution or 
elsewhere another with the intent of 
causing the other to engage in prostitution 
or assignation;
To engage in a device, scheme, or 
continuing course of conduct intended to 
cause another to believe that if the other 
did not take part in a sexually explicit 
performance, the other or a third person 
would suffer physical restraint or serious 
physical harm; or destroy, conceal, remove, 
confiscate, or possess an actual or 
purported passport, immigration 
document, or government identification 
document of another.



Force
Beating/Slapping

Beating with Objects (bat, tools, chains,  

belts, hangers, canes, cords)

Burning

Sexual Assault

Rape/Gang Rape

Confinement/Locked in

Torture Practices

Seasoning/Initiation
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Fraud
False promises

Deceitful enticing and affectionate behavior

Withholding wages

Lying about working conditions

Lying about the promise of “better life”

Preying on desperation and poverty

Blackmail, extortion 
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Coercion
Threats of serious harm or restraint

Threatened abuse of legal process

Confiscating all documents (ID, birth certificate, etc)

Intimidation/Humiliation (Pimp circle)

Emotional Abuse

Climate of Fear

Modeling abusive behavior

Controlling daily life skills

Creating dependency

Establishing quotas
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Stages of Victimization

Recruitment

Grooming

Gang Rape – Guerilla Pimp

Romeo Pimp

Booster Pimp

Control



HUMAN TRAFFICKING IS ABOUT 
VULNERABILITY.



Sex Trafficking Risk Factors
Anyone can be a target, regardless of race, socioeconomic 
status, parent involvement, etc.   However, traffickers do 
target marginalized children and vulnerable women and 
men.

High-Risk Victims Include:

• Chronic Runaways
• Homeless Youth
• Youth with histories of childhood sexual abuse/sexual 

assault
• Youth in families with substance abuse
• Youth with severe substance abuse issues
• Youth within the Child Welfare system (group 

homes/foster homes)

Source: MHTTF Victim Services Committee, Human Trafficking PowerPoint, July 2014 



He treated me nice. Spent a thousand dollars 
on me. Got my nails done, my eyebrows 
arched. My hair, I had weaves. He just spent 
a whole lot of money on me. And I felt like a 
queen. Everything I needed he’d get it for me.

http://faculty.uml.edu/lwilliams/Williams%20Pathways%20Final%20Report%202006-MU-

FX-0060%2010-31-09L.pdf

http://faculty.uml.edu/lwilliams/Williams Pathways Final Report 2006-MU-FX-0060 10-31-09L.pdf


Trafficker’s 
Methods of 
Control 

Threats against victim and or victim’s family 

Physical and sexual abuse 

Isolation and confinement, restrict contact 
with outside world 

Seize or destroy documents 

Prevent trafficked person from earning 
enough to pay off debt, keep adding charges 
to debt 

Drug or alcohol dependency 

Make victim think he/she will be arrested if 
he/she leaves the situation 

Psychological abuse and manipulation 
including tactics to create dependency 

Use shame and self-blame against victim 



“You’ll start to dress her, think for her, own her. If you and your

victim are sexually active, slow it down. After sex, take her shopping

for one item. Hair and/or nails is fine. She’ll develop a feeling of

accomplishment. The shopping after a month will be replaced with

cash. The love making turns to raw sex. She’ll start to crave intimacy

and be willing to get back into your good graces. After you have

broken her spirit, she has no sense of self value. Now pimp, put a

price tag on the item you have manufactured”

The Pimp Game: An Instructional Manual (Royal, 1998)



Survival Sex

Exchange of sex for food, shelter, 
clothing or other basic needs

Homelessness

Statistics Range – but generally 
between 25 and 50% of 
homeless youth engage in 
survival sex.  

Males are more likely to engage 
in survival sex

Approximately 20% of homeless 
youth identify as LGTBQ



Pimp Culture: 
Building Family 
and Belonging 

The Life/The Game 

Daddy/The Family 

Track 

Bottom Girl 

Quota 

Renegade 

Out of Pocket 

Square 

Wifey/Wife-in-law 

Language as an Indicator



Statistics
2013 – 217 survivor were identified by victim services 
groups in Maryland; Law enforcement identified 
hundreds of survivors.  2014 – 303 Survivors ID’d.

2013 – Number 8 in the Country – 707 calls of 
trafficking.  2014 – 572 calls to the National Hotline.

1/5 of runaways will be recruited for trafficking-
NCMEC





Local Investigations
Is there really trafficking in Maryland?



Post an Ad

baltimore, md  free classifieds

backpage.com > baltimore adult entertainment > baltimore escorts

sex forums

All | Annapolis | Baltimore | Cumberland Valley | Eastern Shore | Frederick | Western Maryland

 keyword     escorts     search    

view of ads: brief | gallery

Thu. May. 10

★  NEW * NeW ** Mz. KinKy 4 U  ★  ★ Make Ur DAy SP3C!@L!!! - 22  (Catonsville)

✰  ೋ    M¡®®Õ® M¡®®Õ® ÕN TH€ WÂLL ~ WHÕ'§ TH€ §€X¡¡€§† ÕF THⒺM ÂLL ೋ    ✰  - 20  (bwi)

╚» ••°°PICK ME•°° «╝ THIS °°•(BLONDE)•°° DOLL GETS REAL K.I.N.K.Y °°•• ((LEAVING SOON)) - 22 

(♥::: B.W.I hOtel District :::ϖ)

!  ;1—0—0— %——G—U—A— ®—A—N—T—€—€— D—— P—L—€—A —S—U—®—E !  - 21 

(Annapolis Incalls/Outcalls w.reference)

Come explore my 44" Apple Bottom - 24  (Towson / Loch Raven Blvd)

[×❤×] SeXY N EvERY WaY [×❤×] AlWaYS ReADy 2 PLaY [×❤×] - 21  (CaToNsViLLe // WoOdLaWn //

PiKeSViLLe)

__♥[[ THE ]]♥[[ SWEETEST ]]♥[[ SEXiEST ]]♥[[ BLONDE ]]♥ - 21  (Columbia OUTCALLS!!!)

✰  ••••• AMAZING *latina* PLAYMATE ••••• ✰  ••••• 1oO% SATISFACTION ! ••••• ✰  - 21  (Glen Burnie INcall)

♥ SATISFY ♥ YOUR ♥ CRAVINGS ♥ WITH ♥ SOMETHING ♥ SWEET ♥ - 27  (COLLEGE PARK)

TAKE A°•°•*• »-(¯`v´¯)-» FIRST ✈ CLASS To✈ PLEASURE »-(¯`v´¯)-» REAL PIX CoMe PlAy - 21  (BWI

AREA INCALLS ONLY)

==► WhOa BaBy! Dont B FOOLED by Her ⇧  or Her ↯. .®.€@l d€@L HERE - 24  (Catonsville BWI area

Woodland Baltimore)

©°•★ ( ( PUT Me oN YOUR ) ) °o©•° ( (To Do ) ) °•★©• ° ( ( LiST ) )★•©° - 26  (COLLEGE PARK)

H —I —G —H —L—Y ——T—A —L —E —N —T—E—D ——♥ ——H ——O——T ——& — R -E -A -D -Y

- 21  (Laurel Md, Incall 0r Outcall)

ScRuMpTiOuS _ BADUNK-A-DUNK Big 42" BOOty!!! - 25  (Towson / 80 100 180)

—————— —— S—oO ——S—e—X—y—! ——S—o——S—w—E—e— T —!!———————

———————— EBONY GIRL - 19  (DOWNTOWN INNER HARBOR)

TiRed oF The Fakes? i Am ReAl ~100000 percent ~ - 24  (Airport area bwi incall only)

* * DON'T YOU WANT !!! ------- >>> {{ THE PERFECT BLONDE}} ::: DOnT MiSS OuT::: * - 21  (BWI {Airport

Area})

Come and see me ROCKIN RAYNA your curvy latina QUEEN!!!!!!!! - 39  (LAUREL INCALLS ONLY!!!!!!!)

**SpeCiAls - SpecIalS - SpeCiAls!!! Miss SeXy Kimora---Come sEE Me^^ - 20  (BWI(UPSCALE IN CALLS))

DD sexy curvecous girl Loves to please **iIN CALL SPECIALS STARTING @70.00 - 23 

**•ೋ    GORGEOUS ೋ    BOMBS-H-E-L-L ೋ    PLAYMATE ೋ    "* suited for a king! - 21  (BWI {Airport Area})

°•★•° — B L O N D E— °•★•° —B—A—R—B—I—E == - 21  (BWI {Airport Area})

  

BRAND NEW PICS! F@§†

@§ F@§† C@N B€, L€†'§

§€€ ¡F ¥ØU C@N C@†CH

M€! AmaZinG ReVieWs
Tip#1 NEVER see a girl without

reviews. This ensures that...

{OVER 75 GR8 RVWS

  

*¨¨*• SATISFACTION

•*¨¨*•IS•*¨¨*•. MY *¨¨* BEST.

•*¨¨*• QUALITY!
Hello My Name is jada rain ready

to have some... Downtown Inner

Habor

  

stunning* * ex0tic playmate*
... hotel room

  

Sexy ★ ;Stunning █

Southern* Suductive ; █

Blonde* Beauty!
323/534/2685 I Stand A Perfect 5/9

Without Heels.I Weigh 150lb....

BWI Airport

  

Exotic All Natural Beauty

Kim Reviewed
Asian/Caucasian/ Native Indian,

your every fantasy. I am a

naturally... MD/DC/VA

 

Sexy Green Eyed Red

443-769-0678
Serious Gentlemen Only. I'm very

open minded and lots of...

Baltimore

Get ready for Sexual

enhancement in 10 min!

baltimore - escorts - backpage.com http://baltimore.backpage.com/FemaleEscorts/
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Massage Parlors & 
Latin Brothels
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6gnfFY16wH8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6gnfFY16wH8
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York Road Red 
Light District
“If you build it, they will 
come…”
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Study of Trafficking Survivors

Misperceptions about prostitution are pervasive even 

among healthcare workers, who are missing valuable 

opportunities to recognize and offer aid to victims of 

sex trafficking 

28% came in contact with the health care system

Emergency department personnel

• Only 13% felt confident in identifying a TIP victim

• Less than 3% had training

Turning Pain into Power: Trafficking Survivors’ Perspectives on Early Intervention Strategies. Family Violence 

Prevention Fund in Partnership with the World Childhood Foundation, March 2005.

Chisolm-Strike M, Richardson L. Assessment of emergency department provider knowledge about human 

trafficking victims in the ED. Acad Emerg Med 2007.



Intake Indicators

Name/Birthday/Identifiers

Address

Forms of Identification/Cards

Health Insurance

Money/Ability to Pay

Occupation/Employer



Initial Clinician Indicators

All of the previous, plus:

Medical Complaint

Complaints indicative of trauma, promiscuity, or 
abuse

Prior History or Lack of PMH



Forensic Nursing Indicators

Factors in Medical History:

Pregnancies

STDs/STIs

Last Consensual Intercourse

Patterns of abuse

Poor Historian



Forensic Nursing Indicators

Physical Exam Findings

Signs of physical abuse

Malnourishment

Addiction

Body art

Patient’s Demeanor

Interactions with others

Prostitution terminology



Physician/PA/NP Indicators

Evidence of trauma

Lack of treatment

Multiple comorbidities

Trauma presentation

Facial and/or dental problems

Mental health

Tobacco, Alcohol, Drug use



Observations
Dressed inappropriately for age or weather

Substance abuse

In crisis

Demonstrated fear to give information

Lack of health insurance

Malnourishment

Claims to just be visiting

Inconsistencies

Someone speaks on his/her behalf



Indicators in the Clinical Setting

Delayed presentation for medical care

Discrepancy between the stated history and the clinical 

presentation or observed pattern of injury

Scripted, memorized, or mechanically recited history

Stated age older than visual appearance

Subordinate, hyper-vigilant, or fearful demeanor

Evidence of a lack of care for previously identified or 

obviously existing medical conditions

Tattoos or other marks or insignias that may indicate a 

claim of “ownership” by another

Evidence of any kind of physical violence including torture



Chief complaint

Integumentary System – Bruises, fungal infections

Skeletal System – Broken bones

Muscular System – Chronic back pain

Immune System – Infections

Urinary System – Painful urination

Respiratory System – Chemical exposure

Nervous System - Neuropathies

Endocrine System - DM

Reproductive System - STI



Chronic Conditions of HT

• Older broken bones that did not heal properly (direct/indirect)

• Insomnia and disrupted sleep patterns

• Bed bug bites

• Traumatic brain injury

• Burns, bite marks, vaginal/anal tearing 

• New/old bruising

• Stabbings, rape, and torture 

http://www.acf.hhs.gov/trafficking/about/fact_sex.html

Polaris Project



Be Wary of calling 911 
Immediately

HIPAA Violations/Privacy concerns

Traumatic for the patient

Endangering the patient

Call National Hotline (888) 373-7888

Call TurnAround Hotline (443) 279-0379



When a Minor Discloses

Call DSS

DSS will determine if this becomes a case or not

Laws state that DSS must respond if there is an 
identified trafficker

Trafficker maintains a “guardianship role” over the 
patient & thus falls under the “caregiver” legal 
guidelines of MANDATED REPORTING



Victim Services in Maryland for 
Sex trafficking Victims



Comprehensive Services
Emergency Services

Shelter

Basic Needs

Safety

Transitional Services

Social Services

Shelter

Individual Therapy

Long Term Care

Shelter

Group Therapy

Drop-In



Drop-in
New Client Classes

Orientation

Coping Skills

Struggles to Rebuilding Your Life

Navigating Social Services

Long-Term Drop-In
Group Therapy

Group Activities

Risk-Taking

Mommy & Me

One Year Out of the Life
Survivor-Led



Case Management/Advocacy

Client Goal Driven

Empowerment Based

Ultimate Goal is Self-Sufficiency

Court Accompaniment/Trial Preparation



How to Report Sex Trafficking

Amanda Rodriguez 

410-377-8111

301-802-0462

arodriguez@turnaroundinc.org

TurnAround Hotline   

443-279-0379

National Hotline           

(888) 373-7888


